Name Class Date

CHAPTER 15 ACTIVE READING WORKSHEETS

THEORY OF EVOLUTION

Section 15-1: History of Evolutionary Thought

Read the passage below, which covers topics from your textbook.
Answer the questions that follow.

Darwin used the phrase descent with modification to describe the
process of evolution. He carefully reviewed the evidence that every
species—living or extinct—must have descended by reproduction
from preexisting species and that species must be able to change
over time. Darwin was not the first person to put forward the idea of
descent with modification, but he was the first to argue that all
species had descended from only one or a few original kinds of life.

Darwin saw the animals of the Galdpagos Islands as evidence
of descent with modification. For example, the islands are home to
13 similar species of finches. Each of these bird species has a beak
that is best adapted for a certain kind of food. But Darwin suspected
that all 13 species descended from and diverged from just a few
ancestral finches. These ancestors could have flown to the Galapagos
Islands from elsewhere sometime after the islands were formed.

Read each question and write your answer in the space provided.

Em Identifying Main Ideas

1. What is descent with modification as used by Darwin?

2. What evidence supporting Darwin’s descent with modification is contained in the passage?

Circle the letter of the phrase that best completes the sentence.

3. According to Darwin’s descent with modification, organisms

a. can exist in only one particular geographic location.
b. give rise to similar organisms.

c. do not change over time.
d. Both (a) and (b)
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